
 

Opening Song: We’ve Come This Far by Faith 

 

 

 

 



Officiant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you.  

People:      And also with you.  

Officiant:   Let us pray.  

O Lord God of hosts, who with a mighty arm delivered Israel from bondage in Egypt: Let not our hearts 

be hardened like Pharaoh’s, but incline our hearts to mercy; that we might fight against slavery of body 

and mind, and oppression of the soul. Help us to welcome the liberated into the fullness of the family of 

Christ, that their children and our children may share the bread of brotherhood, and that hand in hand they 

may enter into your eternal Kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

Job 38:1-11 

Lector:  A reading from Job 

pause 

The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

"Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

Gird up your loins like a man, 

I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

 

"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

Tell me, if you have understanding. 

Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

Or who stretched the line upon it? 

On what were its bases sunk, 

or who laid its cornerstone 

when the morning stars sang together 

and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

 

"Or who shut in the sea with doors 

when it burst out from the womb?  

when I made the clouds its garment, 

and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

and prescribed bounds for it, 

and set bars and doors, 

and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

and here shall your proud waves be stopped'?" 

. 

 

Lector:  The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 

Lector: Let us read psalm 92 by whole verse 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim * 

that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 

from the north and from the south. 

23 Some went down to the sea in ships * 

and plied their trade in deep waters; 

24 They beheld the works of the LORD * 

and his wonders in the deep. 

25 Then he spoke, and a stormy wind arose, * 

which tossed high the waves of the sea. 

26 They mounted up to the heavens and fell back to the depths; * 

their hearts melted because of their peril. 

27 They reeled and staggered like drunkards * 

and were at their wits' end. 

28 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

29 He stilled the storm to a whisper * 

and quieted the waves of the sea. 

30 Then were they glad because of the calm, * 

and he brought them to the harbor they were bound for. 

31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

32 Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people * 

and praise him in the council of the elders. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Lector: A reading from Second Corinthians 

As we work together with Christ, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 

For he says, 

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle 

in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we 

have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, 



knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in 

honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 

true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see-- we are alive; as punished, and 

yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no 

restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return-- I speak as to children-- open wide 

your hearts also. 

Lector:  The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence: Alleluia (Zimbabwe) - video 

 

Mark 4:35-41 

Officiant: The holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When evening had come, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go across to the other side.” 

And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other 

boats were with him. A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the 

boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they 

woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” He woke 

up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and 

there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” And 

they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the 

wind and the sea obey him?” 

Officiant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sequence: Alleluia (Zimbabwe) - video 

 

Sermon 

 

 



The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

- Adapted from a prayer offered by the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut 

 

Almighty God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – we praise your name, for you alone are God. 

There is none like you, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding with 

covenantal faithfulness. Your love is not threatened by the ways we diminish, marginalize, and 

destroy each other.  



We add our voices to the generations that have gone before us in giving thanks for the freedom 

you brought in the United States when you brought slavery to a legal end. Over two hundred 

years of European-Americans shipping and trading African peoples as if they were disposable 

goods distorted our experience of your image both in those enslaved and in those who enslaved 

others. The abuses against aboriginal peoples, Asian immigrants, and countless others at the 

hands of European-Americans have deformed our cultures and diminished the flourishing life 

you intended for us to experience together.  

People: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

 

Yet, you have a history of overcoming our most dehumanizing abuses of each other, even when 

we legalize our abuses through our words of law and government sanctioned violence.  

People: Thank you for raising up faithful servants of your kingdom who boldly and 

prophetically embodied your gospel, spending themselves on behalf of those enslaved.  

 

Thank you for not abandoning us to our destructive ways. Thank you for releasing us from the 

legalized injustices we have inflicted upon each other.  

People: Thank you for your mercy and compassion, Lord. In giving you thanks, we also 

remember with sad sobriety just how deep our lust for power, our hatred of those who are 

different than us, and our selfish desire for economic and material prosperity runs. 

 

 Before you and with the testimony of those who have gone before us, we admit that our hearts 

are still bent toward our own comforts, especially when others bear the cost of our selfishness. 

While we have made slavery illegal, we continue to participate in systems, structures, and 

cultural patterns that provide advantages to those of us from European decent in ways that 

consistently diminish, distort, and destroy the lives of persons of color.  

People: Forgive us, Lord. 

 

Release us from the deceptive corruption that is in our hearts and in the patterns that we continue 

to pass along from generation to generation.  

People: In your compassion transform us that we might desire the flourishing of all people 

in the fullness of your grace.  

 

In remembering the day in which the slaves in Texas finally heard of their emancipation, we cry out to 

you to bring all slavery to end. Bring an end to the enslavement of children as soldiers. Bring an end to 

the trafficking of women and children as objects for sexual abuse.  

People: Bring an end to enslavement and transportation of people across borders to work in 

factories, fields, and construction sites.  



 

While the visible slavery of centuries past has been dismantled, our enslavement and abuse of 

others continues.  

People: Open our eyes to these injustices and to the ways we contribute to them.  

 

May you make us into one people who embody the Father’s love in the ways we work for the 

mutual flourishing of each other. Holy Spirit, teach us to groan with you in longing for the 

fullness of your coming kingdom.  

People: May you equip us in your humble power to tangibly anticipate the day when Jesus 

Christ will complete his work of making all things new.  

 

You are invited to offer your own thanksgivings and intercessions either silently or aloud. 

Please share your intercessions during this period of silence. 

We offer this prayer because our salvation comes from you alone, because you are already at 

work among us, releasing us from our sins, and because you are faithful. That your glory and 

honor might be made known through the freedom of all people. Amen. 

 

 

Peace 

Announcements 

 

Birthday Prayer  

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 

goodness all the days of their life/lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Anniversary Prayer 

O God, be with N. and N., as they celebrate another year together.  Deepen their love for each 

other, grant them joy, and make their life together a blessing to all, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

Offertory: Peter, Don’t Be Afraid (choir video) 

 



Invitation to Communion 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name,  

   your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

Officiant: These are the gifts of God for the people of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you.  Feed on him in your heart by faith with thanksgiving. 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

 

Communion Hymn: It is Well with My Soul (choir video) 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

 

Officiant:   Let us pray. 

 

People: 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  



Blessing:   

 “Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold onto what is good; return no one evil for 

evil; strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; love 

and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Closing Hymn: Freedom is Coming 

(O freedom,) 
Freedom is coming. 

(O freedom,) 
Freedom is coming. 

(O freedom,) 
Freedom is coming. 

O yes, I know. 

 

(O yes, I know,) 
O yes, I know. 

(O yes, I know,) 
O yes, I know. 

(O yes, I know,) 
O yes, I know, 

O yes, I know. 
 

 

Dismissal 

  

Officiant:    Let us go forth into the world, 

                    Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Alleluia! 

People:       Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

  


